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areas of specialization: Epistemology (Traditional and Formal), Philosophy of Logic, Philosophy of Mathematics, Phi-
losophy of Language

areas of competence: Logic, History of Analytic Philosophy

education

2018 Brown University, PhD in Philosophy
2007 Princeton University, AB with Honors in Philosophy

employment

2026– University School for Advanced Studies IUSS Pavia
Postdoctoral Researcher, Department of Humanities and Life Sciences

2019–2025 University of Salzburg
Postdoctoral Researcher, Department of Philosophy in the Faculty of Social Sciences

2018 Brown University
Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy

2018 Lehigh University
Research Fellow, Department of Philosophy

grants

2021–2026 Co-applicant and co-investigator, Categoricity by Convention (Principal investigator: Julien Murzi)
Austrian Science Fund (FWF) Stand-Alone Project P33708, €403,890.90

research stays

2023 New York University
Visiting Scholar, Department of Philosophy (5 weeks)

under contract

1. Naturalism and the A Priori or: The Inevitability of Conventionalism
Cambridge University Press (Sample chapters: drive.google.com/file/d/1KokXPZcGCYsZ1qRtGtjBmcyO9y6IiHrC)

publications

With peer review:
1. “Can we follow the omega rule?”, forthcoming

Philosophical Quarterly (doi.org/10.1093/pq/pqaf059)
2. “Whence admissibility constraints? From inferentialism to tolerance”, 2026

Journal of Philosophical Logic, 55: 411–435 (doi.org/10.1007/s10992-026-09836-8)
3. “Pragmatic accounts of justification, epistemic analyticity, and other routes to easy knowledge of abstracta”, 2025 (invited)

In X. de Donato-Rodríguez, J. L. Falguera, C. Martínez-Vidal (eds.), Deflationist Conceptions of Abstract Objects, pp. 173–
195, Springer (doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-98717-5_9)

4. “Best laid plans: Idealization and the rationality–accuracy bridge”, 2025
British Journal for the Philosophy of Science, 76: 477–494 (doi.org/10.1086/718275)

5. “Higher-order evidence and the dynamics of self-location: An accuracy-based argument for calibrationism”, 2024
Erkenntnis, 89: 1407–1433 (doi.org/10.1007/s10670-022-00589-9)

6. “Saving sensitivity”, 2022
Philosophical Quarterly, 72: 177–196 (doi.org/10.1093/pq/pqab015)

7. “Categoricity by convention” (with Julien Murzi), 2021 
Philosophical Studies, 178: 3391–3420 (doi.org/10.1007/s11098-021-01606-3)

8. “Realism, reliability, and epistemic possibility: On modally interpreting the Benacerraf–Field challenge”, 2021
Synthese 199: 4415–4436 (doi.org/10.1007/s11229-020-02984-7)

mailto:brett.topey@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-020-02984-7
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11098-021-01606-3
https://doi.org/10.1093/pq/pqab015
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10670-022-00589-9
https://doi.org/10.1086/718275
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-98717-5_9
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10992-026-09836-8
https://doi.org/10.1093/pq/pqaf059
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KokXPZcGCYsZ1qRtGtjBmcyO9y6IiHrC/view?usp=sharing
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4603-0569
https://bretttopey.com/


9. “Linguistic convention and worldly fact: Prospects for a naturalist theory of the a priori”, 2019
Philosophical Studies 176: 1725–1752  (doi.org/10.1007/s11098-018-1088-5)

10. “Quinean holism, analyticity, and diachronic rational norms”, 2018
Synthese 195: 3143–3171 (doi.org/10.1007/s11229-017-1366-3)

11. “Coin flips, credences and the Reflection Principle”, 2012
Analysis 72: 478–488 (doi.org/10.1093/analys/ans077)

Without peer review:
1. “What is Carnap’s Problem and how can we solve it?” (with Julien Murzi), 2024

In F. Carcassi, T. Johnson, S. B. Knudstorp, S. Domínguez Parrado, P. Rivas-Robledo, G. Sbardolini (eds.), Proceedings of  
the 24th Amsterdam Colloquium, pp. 271–277 (platform.openjournals.nl/PAC/article/view/21850)

edited volumes

1. Paradox, Context, and Generality (with Julien Murzi and Lorenzo Rossi), 2023
Special Issue, Philosophical Studies 180: 5–6 (link.springer.com/collections/fgebihefcj)

2. Non-Classical Approaches to Paradox (with Julien Murzi and Lorenzo Rossi), 2021–2024
Topical Collection, Synthese (link.springer.com/collections/aijjcbjchh)

under review

1. “Self-location and expected accuracy: A diagnosis of existing approaches”
(drive.google.com/file/d/1Kp8xiVXOVce0WtoOWPbeeYxXsjCLaKGq)

talks

1. “Is answering determinacy worries trivial? Logical and mathematical inferentialism and semantic ascent”
12th European Congress of Analytic Philosophy, Complutense University of Madrid, 2026 (refereed)
Triennial Conference of the Italian Society for Logic and the Philosophy of Sciences, IUSS Pavia, 2026 (refereed)

2. “Open formulas, eigenvariables, and the determinacy of the quantifiers” (with Julien Murzi)
12th European Congress of Analytic Philosophy, Complutense University of Madrid, 2026 (refereed)

3. “Sensitivity, lotteries, and induction”
HUMATH Seminar Series, IUSS Pavia, 2026 (invited, at home institution)

4. “Whence admissibility constraints? From inferentialism to tolerance”
16th Conference of the Italian Society for Analytic Philosophy: Minds and Worlds, University of Turin, 2025 (refereed)
Logic and Metaphysics Workshop, CUNY Graduate Center, 2023 (invited)
EuPhiLo Conference, University of Padua, 2022 (invited)

5. “What is Carnap’s Problem and how can we solve it?” (with Julien Murzi)
24th Amsterdam Colloquium, University of Amsterdam, 2024 (refereed)

6. “If the omega rule is a solution, what was the problem?”
From Permanence to Open-Endedness workshop, University of Vienna, 2025 (invited)
(In)determinacy in Mathematics conference, National University of Singapore, 2024 (invited)

7. “Self-location, ur-priors, and metaconditionalization: A diagnosis”
Knowledge in Crisis: Language group meeting, University of Salzburg, 2024 (invited, at home institution)

8. “Pluralism by convention” (with Julien Murzi)
Logical Pluralism workshop, MCMP, LMU Munich, 2023 (invited)

9. “Inferentialism and the admissibility of rules”
Convention in Logic and Language conference, University of Haifa, 2022 (invited)

10. “The omega rule and the Categoricity Problem” (with Julien Murzi)
11th European Congress of Analytic Philosophy, University of Vienna, 2023 (refereed)
Colloquium, University of Salzburg, 2022 (invited, at home institution)
EuPhiLo Conference, University of Padua, 2022 (invited)
FilMat Conference 2022: Foundations, Definitions and Axioms, IUSS Pavia, 2022 (refereed)
Convention in Logic and Language conference, University of Haifa, 2022 (invited)
Perspectives on Categoricity workshop, University of Vienna, 2022 (invited)
uAnalytiCon-2022: Abstract Objects, Ural Federal University, 2022 (refereed)

11. “Entitlement of cognitive project, epistemic analyticity, and other routes to easy knowledge of abstracta”
Abstract Objects: Deflationary Approaches workshop, University of Santiago de Compostela, 2021 (refereed)

12. “Higher-order evidence and the dynamics of self-location”
Colloquium in Mathematical Philosophy: Logic and Language, MCMP, LMU Munich, 2020 (invited)

13. “Categoricity by convention” (with Julien Murzi)
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Colloquium, University of Salzburg, 2020 (invited, at home institution)
EXPRESS Seminar, Institute for Logic, Language and Computation, University of Amsterdam, 2020 (invited)
French PhilMath Workshop, Pantheon-Sorbonne University and Paris Diderot University, 2019 (refereed)

14. “Logical realism and logical reliability”
Filomena Workshop, Bergen Logic Group, University of Bergen, 2019 (refereed)

15. “Expected accuracy and the planning framework”
Conference for Philosophy of Science and Formal Methods in Philosophy, University of Gdańsk, 2019 (refereed)
Bayes By the Sea conference, Marche Polytechnic University, 2019 (refereed)

teaching

As primary instructor:
1. Knowledge and Evidence, MA seminar

Winter 2024–2025, University of Salzburg
Winter 2021–2022, University of Salzburg

2. Theories of Truth, MA seminar
Winter 2023–2024, University of Salzburg
Winter 2019–2020, University of Salzburg

3. Epistemology of the A Priori, MA seminar
Winter 2022–2023, University of Salzburg
Summer 2019, University of Salzburg

4. Higher-Order Evidence, MA seminar
Winter 2020–2021, University of Salzburg

5. Understanding Arguments, introductory course
Fall 2018, Brown University

As teaching assistant:
1. Logic and Paradox, course for high school students

Summer 2017, Summer@Brown
2. Philosophy of Mathematics, upper-level BA course

Spring 2017, Brown University
3. Logic, introductory course

Fall 2016, Brown University
Fall 2013, Brown University
Fall 2011, Brown University

4. Critical Reasoning, introductory course
Summer 2016, Brown University
Spring 2016, Brown University
Summer 2014, Brown University

5. The Meaning of Life, introductory course
Fall 2015, Brown University

6. Consciousness, upper-level BA course
Spring 2014, Brown University

7. The Place of Persons, introductory course
Spring 2013, Brown University

8. Philosophy of Science, upper-level BA course
Fall 2012, Brown University

9. Epistemology, upper-level BA course
Spring 2012, Brown University

service

Referee:
Acta Analytica; Analysis (multiple);  Argumenta;  Australasian Journal of Philosophy (multiple);  Dialectica (multiple);  Epis-
teme (multiple); Ergo (multiple); Erkenntnis (multiple); Inquiry (multiple); Journal of Philosophical Logic; Journal of Logic,  
Language and Information; Journal of Philosophy (multiple); Noûs (multiple); Philosophers’ Imprint (multiple); Philosophia; 
Philosophical Quarterly (multiple);  Philosophical Studies (multiple);  Philosophy and Phenomenological Research;  Review of  
Symbolic Logic; Southern Journal of Philosophy; Synthese (multiple); Theoria; Topoi

Master’s thesis adviser:
1. Michele Occhialini’s Against Extended Rationality: A Normative Hinge Epistemology, University of Salzburg (2025)
2. Simon  Fischer’s  Responding  to  Higher-Order  Evidence  by  Forming  Beliefs  About  Our  Belief-Acquisition,  University  of 

Salzburg (2023)
Master’s thesis adviser and examiner:
1. James McDaniel’s The Cost of Quantifier Variance: Realism, Inferentialism, and an Alternative Neo-Carnapian Ontology, 

University of Salzburg (2024)
2. Nina Abesadze’s The Dutch Book Argument for Probabilism and the Expected Utility Objection, University of Salzburg (2021)
Co-organizer:
1. New Perspectives on Conventionalism workshop, University of Salzburg (2025)
2. Semantic Paradox, Context, and Generality workshop, University of Salzburg (2019)
3. Shapiro Graduate Student Philosophy Conference, Brown University (2011)
Application reviewer:
1. Summer Immersion Program in Philosophy, Brown University (2016–2017)


